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President’s Report – AGM, 23 October 2024 

 

Welcome to our 7th AGM as Spiritualism New Zealand. 

This is a time for us to come together, to reflect on our activities over the past year and to report to 

you, our members, on our stewardship of SNZ, both financially and in terms of our activities. And 

my goodness, have we done a lot this past year. 

Our organisational vision is to create a spiritual community and our mission is two-fold, to support 

the growth and development of Spiritualism, and promote spiritual values as a way of life. 

Our strategic plan, introduced in 2023, has four core focus areas: connection with our community, 

the provision of opportunities for learning and development, promotion of spiritualism, and support 

and advocacy for our members. 

As will become evident when we move through this meeting and the various reports, we have 

collectively more than met our brief for connection, learning, promoting spiritualism and generally 

supporting our members. Key achievements and highlights for the year include our two-day 

spiritual retreat in Auckland (long overdue and wonderful that we were finally able to make it 

happen), online discussion and clairvoyant evenings (free of charge), the continuation of regular 

webinar series on a wide range of topics, the introduction of a You Tube channel that hosts 

recorded meditations, an online spiritual development group, weekend workshops in Dunedin, 

attending the 50-year anniversary celebration for Nelson Spiritualist Church, the piloting of online 

introductory spiritual healing theory training, the introduction of an interactive SNZ community 

Facebook page, and of course, the ongoing provision of a monthly newsletter. 

All of the above was carried out at the same time as establishing National Spiritual Day, to be 

recognised annually on 22 September, in honour of the anniversary of the Act of Parliament that 

gave Spiritualism a formal status. This also involved development of a website and Facebook page 

dedicated to National Spiritual Day. 

This significant scope of work was (and continues to be) undertaken by passionate volunteer 

Board members who work for the love of Spirit. Tonni & Anne Pedersen, who have been involved 

with Spiritualism for 30+ years, at a local level through the Hastings Spiritualist Church, and at a 

national level in various roles, are taking this opportunity to step back from the Board. Huge thanks 

are due to both Tonni & Anne for their commitment and contribution over such a long period of 

time and we are very grateful that they will retain a connection with us by remaining as non-Board 

members on sub-committees of particular interest. 

Tonni’s departure means the position of Secretary is vacant. Thankfully Angela Barrows who 

joined the Board at last year’s AGM is prepared to take on that role for us. This leads in to one of 

our biggest challenges – succession planning. We have started the conversation amongst 

ourselves about the need to identify skill gaps and how we can best fill those gaps, particularly as 

several of us have just completed the second of our three-year terms on the Board. As we head 

into our third three-year term, we need to ensure we leave SNZ in good hands. One way to do that 

is to provide our members with opportunities to join a subcommittee. For those who might be 



interested in getting involved, that would allow them to get to know us better and how we operate 

without being thrown in at the deep end on the Board. We will explore this idea further in the 

coming year. In the meantime, a bit later in this meeting we will be re-confirming in their roles for 

the next three (and final) years Joanne Duncan (President), Sue Boyle (Vice-President), Anne 

Roughton (Treasurer), Barbara Hand and Richard Parker. 

Our AGM is not only an opportunity for us to account to our members, it is also an opportunity to 

publicly thank and express gratitude to individuals who have worked heroically this year to get our 

100-year celebration off the ground as well as National Spiritual Day. In particular, 

acknowledgement is due to members of a subcommittee ably lead by Amanda Cartridge and 

supported by Angela Barrows, Barbara Hand, Joanne Duncan, Richard Parker, Tonni Pedersen 

and two non-Board sub-committee members (Fran Crawford and Edi Szentirmay). Nothing would 

have been achieved without Amanda’s vision and her drive to make that vision a reality. 

Kim Chamberlain has worked singlehandedly and quietly in the background on our YouTube 

channel, the audience for which is steadily increasing. If you haven’t had a look at it, please do so 

and avail yourself of the beautiful meditations. Sue Boyle has kept up the pace with our webinar 

series and online development group as well as her supporting Vice President role. Angela 

Barrows has managed our online discussion and clairvoyant evenings as well as our community 

Facebook page. Lyn Herriot has kept our SNZ Facebook page and Instagram account going, all 

the while battling severe hip pain, and Richard Parker, Tonni & Anne Pedersen have, as always, 

been staunch supporters of the Healing Subcommittee as well as a myriad of our other functions. 

Barbara Hand continues to publish our monthly newsletter as well as work tirelessly on many 

initiatives, including our website, workshops and so much more. 

Anne Roughton has kept us on track financially, and it is a miracle that we have come through the 

year with a surplus of $5,000. As a charity we aim to at least cover costs and it is always a 

welcome surprise that we don’t end up with a deficit. 

Finally, to all those who share their time and expertise with us, whether it be running a webinar, 

presenting workshops or some other activity – know that you are valued and are much loved 

members of our community. 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Duncan, President 


